Save the Fishies! Mining in Sockeye Migration in Alaska’s Bristol 
Bay Threatens HALF of All Earth’s Wild Salmon Run, Damaging 
Entire Ecosystems 
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Even Don Jr can figure out that killing half of all salmon in the world is a bad idea. Here is the story from 
Mother Jones: 


Sockeye salmon migration in Bristol Bay gives us tens of millions of fish. The Pebble Mine project, first 
proposed by Cominco Limited in the late 1980s, focuses on a deposit containing billions of tons of 
copper, gold, and molybdenum in the very same headwaters where all those salmon get their start. 
Located in a seismically active region high in sulfur, salmon advocates believe the proposed mine and 
associated infrastructure would dangerously contaminate the Nushagak and Kvichak river systems. As 
Rick Halford, the former Republican majority leader of the Alaska Senate, told me a few years back 
while flying over the Pebble deposit, “You couldn’t pick a better place to ruin both drainages.” 


It’s clear whether Halford is bragging or complaining, knowing republicans. Salmon are vital fresh water 
ecosystems and their demise could be the demise of many species. Here’s why from the Wild Salmon 
Center: 
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Salmon and freshwater ecosystems are inextricably linked by feedbacks between salmon runs, food 
webs, and riparian forests. Salmon runs function as enormous pumps that push vast amounts of 
marine nutrients from the ocean to the headwaters of otherwise low productivity rivers. For example, 
sockeye salmon runs in southwest Alaska contribute up to 170 tons of phosphorous per year to Lake 
Illiamna. These nutrients are incorporated into food webs in rivers and surrounding landscapes by a 
host of over 50 species of mammals, birds, and fish that forage on salmon eggs, juveniles, and adults 
in freshwater. Predators, such as brown bears, disperse these marine nutrients into surrounding 
forests, enhancing the growth of stream-side trees that shade and protect stream banks from 
excessive erosion. 


Hopefully this project gets shutdown. You can thank capitalism for this. 
Links 


Billions: https://phys.org/news/2019-11-alaska-billion-year-worth-salmon.html 
Archive: https://archive.vn/i4otS 


Salmon center: https://www.wildsalmoncenter.org/why-protect-salmon/ 
Archive: https://archive.vn/dQ5qp 


Mine: https:/Awww.motherjones.com/environment/2018/06/pebble-mine-bristol-bay-alaska-salmon-scott- 
pruitt/ 
Archive: https://archive.vn/POIX5 


Don jr: https://www.cnn.com/2020/08/05/politics/pebble-mine-donald-trump-jr-alaska/index.html 
Archive: https://archive.vn/uUQoFR 
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